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pupils debated the question for' three days. When Augustine saw that the defender of Arcesilaus was prevailing, he restored the balance himself with a crushing sophism on the nature of verisimilitude.' In the third book he makes his own attack on the post-Socratic Agnostics, and finds a ground of certainty in his Platonic conception of the soul and of rational truth. As there were few followers of either the Middle or the New Academy at that time, and Augustine himself had never been seriously inclined to a radical scepticism, the work has not the force of most of his polemical productions. The only important retractation he found it necessary to make in his old age was, as has been said, a regret that he had given undue praise to ' those impious men, Plato and the Platonists or Academics.'
The composition of this work was interrupted by the production of the dialogues De Eeata Vita. On November ijth, in the midst of the onslaught on the Academics, occurred Augustine's thirty-third birthday. A birthday was as important an institution in the Roman world as it is in our own, greetings and presents and family banquets marking the occasion. After a modest feast of the body Augustine led his philosophic party to thets amongst senatorial rank and had died a Christian. Verecundus also died a Christian. admit these miracles until years afterwards.
